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Acceleration of Broadband Deployment WC Docket No. 11-59
Expanding the Reach and Reducing the Cost of
Broadband Deployment by Improving Policies
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Facilities Siting
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COMMENTS OF THE INC. VILLAGE OF UPPER BROOKVILLE

The Incorporated Village of Upper Brookville (“Upper Brookville”) files these comments
in response to Notice of Inquiries released April 7,2011, in the above entitled proceeding. Through
these comments, Upper Brookville seeks to provide the Commission with basic information
regarding its local right-of-way and facilities, management, practices, and charges. Upper Brookville
strongly opposes any interference or regulation by the Commission regarding Upper Brookville’s
jurisdiction over its right-of-ways. Upper Brookville, incorporated in 1932, has established fair and
effective policies to protect and further public safety, economic development, and other community
interests. By adopting rules in this area, the Commission could disrupt this process at substantial
cost to local taxpayers and to the local economy. We believe that a basic respect for federalism, a
fair reading of the Constitution, and the Communications Act, and an honest assessment of the
Commission’s limited expertise on local land use matters all point to the same conclusion: This is
no place for federal regulations.

Upper Brookville has no basic objection to the deployment of broadband networks in the
Village with proper local oversight. There is no evidence that our policies or charges with respect
to placement of facilities in the rights-of-way or on County property have discouraged broadband
deployment. Our community welcomes broadband deployment, and our policies allow us to work
with any company willing to provide services. No company has cited our policies as a reason that
it will not provide service. We believe our policies help to avoid problems in delays and broadband
deployment by ensuring that broadband deployment goes smoothly for both the providers who follow
the rules and the larger community. On the other hand, we also believe that many entities seeking
access to our rights-of-way and facilities would prefer to live without rules or regulations, to the
great detriment of other users, abutting land owners, commuters, and the general taxpayer.

In response to the NOI, Upper Brookville provides the following information:
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or provide important public services. If the Commission feels compelled to act in this area
at all, it should limit itself to voluntary programs and educational activities for the national
broadband plan in cooperation with State and local governments.

CONCLUSION
Upper Brookville urges the Commission to conclude that right-of-way facility management
and charges are not impeding broadband deployment. Our policies and procedures are designed to
protect important local interest and have done so for many years. There is no evidence that the
policies have impaired any company from providing broadband service here, and there are many
reasons to believe that federal regulations would prove to be costly and disruptive to our community.
Respectfully submitted,

Terry Thielen, Mayor
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